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Let’s Celebrate Emmanuel! 

By: Sandi Woodford 

 
 

He’s coming, He’s coming! We have to get ready 
because He’s coming!  It is this heightened spirit of 
expectation that weaves itself into the preparations 
that surround our “getting ready” for Christmas here 
at Shepherd Gate Church every year.   It is a worthy 
endeavor to dress up the church and prepare not 
only our children, but all of God’s children, for the 
birthday celebration of Emmanuel--God with us!    
 
And so it came about that many giving, talented 
hands, working behind the scenes, transformed the 
church.  The garlands got strung, the wreaths got 
hung, and a nativity was built for which an amazing 
pictorial backdrop was painted. Finishing it all off was 
a giant Christmas tree with doves cooing the names 
of Jesus in a garland of majesty. 
 
While this scene was being set, our teachers were 
busy renewing the hearts of our children to the real 
reason for Christmas and preparing them to join the 
angels in singing their own Hallelujah Chorus on 
Christmas Eve. 
 
Indeed, we were not to be disappointed. Our very 
own Jesus (Zachary Keener), ‘no crying He made’ 
arrived with mother Mary (Trinity Freed) and Molly 
(our resident donkey) just in time for a Merry 
Christmas! 
 

4pm Christmas Eve Performance 

 

The Cast for “Let’s Celebrate Emmanuel!” 
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“Our teachers were busy 

renewing the hearts of our 

children to the real reason for 

Christmas.” 

Hallelujah!  CHRIST IS BORN!                                                          
Our Drummer Boys celebrate Emmanuel 

 

 
 

http://www.shepherdgate.org/
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Update from the Claycombs 

Allen and Grace Claycomb 

 

With Joy, we celebrate our Saviour’s birth and with Love, 

we send many blessings your way.  It is truly a time to 

worship Him with all our hearts. 

 

This past year has been a time of challenges but also a 

time of great blessings.  Allen traveled to the countries of 

Sierra Leon, Dominican Republic, Mexico, the Philippines, 

Brunei, Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras.  He 

preached the Word of God to 3,155 people, taught 1,390 

pastors, and 660 Bible School students.  The themes that 

Allen taught to students and pastors were “A Person after 

God’s Own Heart” and “the Test and Trials of Ministry.”   

 

Some of the challenges Allen faced were sickness, 

exhaustion, weakness, hunger, extreme weather 

conditions, and demonic resistance.  But through it all, 

there came many blessings.  The power and the anointing 

of the Holy Spirit were there in every service to meet the 

needs of the people.  People were saved, young people 

were challenged to serve the Lord with all their hearts, and 

many pastors and leaders were touched and encouraged to 

be choice vessels and to give themselves to the work of the 

Lord. 

 

Our hearts are filled with praise and gratitude for the 

answered prayers and miracles that took place.  The word 

that expresses the feelings of these trips is “hunger.”  God’s 

people are hungry to learn and know more of Him.  

 

As a family, our hearts are overwhelmed to see what God is 

doing and we want to thank you for being a part of sowing 

the Gospel with your faithful prayers and support.   

Update from the Jacobs’ Merle Jacobs 

In a season of the world trying to change the meaning of 

Christmas . . . Maria and I want you to remember how wonderful 

is the fact that JESUS was born and is still a major influence on 

millions of people.  Don’t let anyone take that away from you . . . 

be Blessed and be a Blessing to someone this season! 

 

Since our last newsletter, Merle has traveled to attend the first 

Latin American YWAM Family Ministries Forum in Brazil.  Merle 

was able to present an overview of the UofN Family Resource 

Centre’s (FRC) vision and function through the University.  This 

Forum helps pull together like-minded people to begin and 

hopefully continue to relate to and serve each other in their region 

of the world.   

 

After the Forum, Merle traveled to Chile to teach in two 

Foundations for Counseling schools on “Worldview of Family.” In 

the first school there were 34 students, and in the second, 12 

students, all mostly single and under the age of 30.  It was 

wonderful to teach these young singles about family the way God 

intended! This time in Chile was also a time for advanced 

planning for Maria and I to pioneer the Family Ministries School in 

Chile in September 2015, to bring the family ministry into the 

Spanish speaking world. 

 

In January, Merle will travel to S.E. Asia for the annual China 

workers gathering; an important time to meet with certain 

leadership as we plan the re-pioneering of the Family Ministry 

School in S.W. China in September 2014.  Recently, a series of 

25, 1-hour videos in Mandarin Chinese on Family Life for oral 

learners was finished and released; Merle will be bringing copies 

of this series to the gathering. 

 

Over Christmas, Maria and I traveled to Indiana to be with Maria’s 

mom.  She had suffered a small stroke on the left side while I was 

in Chile, and we helped her move into a skilled nursing facility.  

Please pray for this adjustment in her life. 

 

Many thanks for your continued relationship with us.  Maria and I 

are blessed to have each of you as a friend.  May this season of 

the year be a blessing for you and your family! 

 

 

“The power and the anointing 

of the Holy Spirit were there 

in every service to meet the 

needs of the people.” 



                                                         

Shepherd Gate’s  
School of Ministry and Spiritual 

Leadership Program 
Gary Woodford  
Doug Dronfield 

 

The purpose of the School of Ministry is to help people grow in 

the knowledge of God through which their lives can be 

transformed into the image of Christ.  We also want to use it as 

an outreach to our community.  Please look over the schedule 

to see which classes you will want to benefit from, and contact 

the instructor as soon as possible so that any needed books or 

other class materials can be ordered early.  Please tell your 

friends and neighbors about the classes as well by giving them 

a copy of the spring schedule, or referring them to our church 

website, www.shepherdgate.org 

 

In addition to the School of Ministry, Shepherd Gate Church 

has developed a two-part program to help us develop as 

Spiritual Leaders.   What is Spiritual Leadership?  Henry 

Blackaby defines it as “moving people onto God’s agenda.”  

 

Part 1 is a small group study where we will read and discuss 

the book “Spiritual Leadership” by Blackaby.  Part 2 is a free, 

online learning program titled “Developing Courageous 

Leaders,” developed by John Maxwell’s Equip Ministries and 

Willow Creek Church.  This online learning program consists of 

6 modules with each module containing 6 lessons and each 

lesson having 3 or 4 instructive videos.  These videos generally 

last between 6 and 20 minutes long so each session is able to 

be done in a short amount of time.  These modules provide 

information to develop different aspects of leadership skills 

from managing your priorities and attitude to learning how to 

turn adversity into your advantage as a leader.  The Spiritual 

Leadership program kicks off January 19! 
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School of Ministry  

2014 Spring Semester Schedule 

“Shepherd Gate’s new School of 

Ministry adult education program, 

coupled with our soon to be launched 

Leadership Development Program, are 

exciting new additions to our ministry 

offerings, designed to ‘equip the saints to 

do the work of the ministry’ at our 

church and in our surrounding 

community.”  

 
– Tom Nusbaum, Administrator 

http://www.shepherdgate.org/


 

 

 

 

Shepherd Gate Church was founded in 1986 by the Elders of Christian Assembly Center, who had a vision for a church to 

be planted in the rapidly growing western suburbs of Washington, DC.  Pastor Dan Duis serves as Senior Pastor, with 

support from Tom Nusbaum as Administrative Pastor, Gary Woodford as Minister of Pastoral Care, and Andrew Keener 

as Youth Pastor. 

 

As a congregation of believers in Jesus Christ, Shepherd Gate Church is committed to the Great Commandment (Mark 

12:30-31) and Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). 
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A Note from Our Pastor 

 

As we close 2013, we can only look back with 

gratitude in our heart for the goodness of the Lord.  

The people that He has brought into our lives and the 

ministries that have been raised up at Shepherd Gate 

is such a blessing to all of us.  Amazingly, we are in 

our new offices and classrooms and everything 

turned out exceptionally well.  I see the difference in 

folks lingering after church in the warmth of the 

refurbished lobby.   

 

 

 

The momentum continues as we see improvements to other 

areas of the facility.  Great efforts and contributions, made 

this a year to be remembered. 

 

Also to be remembered, was the passing of good friends 

which has stirred me to prepare our memorial garden.  We 

are waiting for the neighbors to finish their building project 

so we can start ours.  Here we hope to have not only a place 

for prayer and reflection but a gathering place for meetings 

and outdoor baptisms. The Lord is giving vision to so many 

people for so many things, that it is hard just keeping up 

with all He is doing with us.  Most important to us all, is 

the presence of the Holy Spirit moving in the church and 

our services. So with that, may we all experience the 

fullness of the Lord in 2014 and we hope to see you at our 

28th anniversary Sunday on January 26.   

 

Dan Duis, Senior Pastor 


